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By Mama Linda Goss
Co-Founder of
.« The National Association of Black Storytellers *
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*/‘/ 4o | ASK PERMISSION FROM
THE ELDERS TO SPEAK:
ASANTE SANA!
| FEEL YOUR AFFIRMATION.
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PRAISESONG FOR SISTER DIANE FERLATTE
MARCH 5, 1945 - JULY 17, 2026

MY BELLS ARE RINGING!
MY SOUL IS SINGING!
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\>’§ THE ANCESTRAL DANCERS ARE <°§
N, “ ” & v ¢
ﬁ\\ DOING A “RING SHOUT! //§
2N WE REMEMBER! WE RECLAIM! 7\
& WE RECALL OUR ANCESTOR'S NAME! &
\/ ASE! ASE! 7
/\ /\

| @ BLACK ANCESTOR WARRIOR QUEEN SISTER MOTHER, @
X DIANE FERLATTE, ><
& DAUGHTER, WIFE, MOTHER, GRANDMOTHER, FRIEND, o
./ SISTAH, GRIOT, JALIMUSO, JELIMUSO, 4
/\ STORYTELLER “IN THE TRADITION”

FROM THE AFRICAN DIASPORA.
ASE! ASE!
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. YOU HAVE JOINED THE ANCESTRAL
7 £ CIRCLE WHERE MOTHER MARY, BROTHER BLUE
’ 4"4 AND THE OTHERS AWAIT YOU AND GREET YOU
WITH DRUMS AND LOVE.
GOD HAS CALLED YOU HOME
TO FOREVER TELL YOUR STORY
AND DELIGHT HIS EARS.
ASE! ASE!
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*/‘/ @ ©  “HUSH, HUSH, MAMA MARY'S
CALLING YOUR NAME.
HUSH, STORYTELLER, HUSH
MAMA MARY IS CALLING YOUR NAME...
OH, MY LORD, OH, MY LORD,
WHAT SHALL WE DO?”
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MY BELLS FOR THE JOURNEYWOMAN ARE RINGING!
GRAMMY NOMINATED STORYTELLER
BORN IN LOUISIANA AND LIVED IN CALIFORNIA,

ANCESTOR WARRIOR MOTHER QUEEN DIANE
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)iz TRAVELED FROM SCHOOL TO SCHOOL, LIBRARY TO LIBRARY, }2(
\/ MUSEUM TO MUSEUM, FESTIVAL TO FESTIVAL, PARK TO PARK, \/
A TOWN TO TOWN, VILLAGE TO VILLAGE, CITY TO CITY, A
AN STATE TO STATE, COUNTRY TO COUNTRY, A
@ AND FROM CONTINENT TO CONTINENT. @
V. V.
A A
. @ THE OCEAN OF GREATNESS. @
\/ THE VASTNESS OF STORY THAT IS \/
VAN ANCESTOR QUEEN STORY WARRIOR MOTHER DIANE /N
202 WHOSE NAME MEANS, “DIVINE”, “HEAVENLY” &
\/\’ “GODDESS OF THE MOON AND “THE HUNT”, Y

“PROTECTOR OF NATURE AND WILDLIFE.”
“HAVING A SENSE OF STRENGTH, AND COMPASSION.”
ASE! ASE!
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N, MY BELLS OF PRAISE ARE RINGING

5. 2 OH, GREAT STORYTELLER OF SONG, STORY, AND GAME,
MASTER STORYTELLER OF MASTERSTORYTELLERS, ™
WE HONOR YOU AND

WE SING YOUR PRAISES.

ASE! ASE!




- /S "S0 GLAD I'M HERE.
I'M SO GLAD I'M HERE.."
WE ARE SO GLAD GOD SENT YOU TO US,

MOTHER DIANE,
WE SO GLAD YOU CAME.
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MY BELLS OF TRADITION AND
“PASSING ON THE TRADITION”
ARE RINGING!
THE GREAT ANCESTOR
WARRIOR QUEEN MOTHER JACKIE TORRENCE
PASSED HER TALE SPINNING LIGHTNING ROD TORCH
ONTO

MOTHER DIANE.
AND SHE TOOK THE BATON
AND TURNED IT INTO A RHYTHM STORY STICK
THAT POUNDED THE BEATS OF STORIES
AND PLAYPARTY SONGS AND HAND CLAP GAMES
FROM THE CRUST AND ORE OF MOTHER EARTH....
LIKE THE ANCIENT ANCESTORS FROM THE MOTHERLAND,
USED THEIR PESTLES TO GRIND GOLD INTO THEIR MORTARS
MAKING GLITTERING MAGIC DREAM DUST
THAT WOKE UP THE IMAGINATIONS OF OUR PEOPLES
MANY MANY AGES AGO...
“ONCE UP ON A TIME.”
ASE! ASE!
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< 4 MY BELLS OF THANKS ARE RINGING!
. ASANTE SANA! ASANTE SANA!

WE THANK ANCESTOR QUEEN DIANE
.~ _FOR PLUCKING UP OUR LISTENING EARS,
V47 LIGHTING UP OUR HEARTS AND
VY o TICKLING OUR FUNNY BONES.




/ e ©
/ "4 “OH, | KNOW I'VE BEEN CHANGED.
—q

= OH, | KNOW I'VE BEEN CHANGED.
‘ OH, | KNOW I'VE BEEN CHANGED
BLACK STORYTELLERS
DONE CALLED MY NAME.”
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WE ,THE FAMILY OF
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BLACKSTORYTELLERS

THANK

MOTHER DIANE
FOR BEING AN ESTEEMED MEMBER
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X OF THE NABS FAMILY LEGACY TREE. X
N7 WE HONORED HER WITH OUR HIGHEST AWARD: NY
22 THE ZORA NEALE HURSTON AWARD. o
7N\ VAN
A ASE! ASE! A
N MY BELLS OF IFE (LOVE) AND UBUNTU \/
g (“I AM BECAUSE WE ARE”) ARE RINGING! @
N MOTHER DIANE \/
(O IS A BAOBAB TREE OF LIFE, LOVE, AND STORY. 54
N/ WE LOVE HER BECAUSE ?
> SHE GAVE THE SHADE OF HEALING, A
PROFOUND WISDOM, AND LOVE b
o TO ALL WHO CAME AND BEARED WITNESS At
TO HER STORYTELLING. ¢

HER SPIRIT LIVES ON IN EACH OF US. 4

ASE! ASE!

N,

MY BELLS OF MEMORY AND PRAYER
ARE RINGING!

7 THE STORYTELLING WORLD STANDS

o ON THE SHOULDERS

OF OUR BELOVED ANCESTOR,

MOTHER DIANE FERLATTE.
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WE SIT ONTHE BANKS OF MEMORY - .~
" AND SOAK OUR FEET . :
INTO.ANCESTRAL WATERS .. ',
~ AND RECALL THE STORYTELLER - .
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QUEEN MOTHER DIANE FERLATTE

“LIGHTING THE WAY,
STORY WALKING
LIGHTING THE WAY
RHYTHM TALKING
THROUGH THE NIGHT
THROUGH THE DAY

WILL CONTINUE TO LIGHT OUR WAY.”
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STORIES
OPEN DOORS.

Her
WISDOM
LIGHTS THE WAY.

HHer
LEGACY
LIVES ON.
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VOICE. VISION. TRUTH. LEGACY. , 8 R
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YOU OPENED DOORS.
WE WALK THROUGH.
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- “THE ANCESTORS ARE ALIVE
AS LONG AS WE REMEMBER THEM.”

ASE! ASE!
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OUR HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES, LOVE,
AND PRAYERS ARE WITH
BROTHER TOM FERLATTE, DIANE'S DEVOTED HUSBAND,
HER CHILDREN, GRANDCHILDREN,
AND THE ENTIRE FAMILY.
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IN THE SERVICE OF LOVE AND STORYTELLING,
Mama Linda Goss, Co -Founder
7 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BLACKSTORYTELLERS, INC.
= JULY 25, 2026
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