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PRAISESONG FOR BABA SANKOFA! W\

LET THE DRUMS PLAY!
LET THE DRUMS REMEMBER!

Y%

MY BELLS ARE RINGING!
MY SOUL IS SINGING!
- @ o
I ASK PERMISSION FROM
THE ELDERS TO SPEAK!

%

ASANTE SANA!
I FEEL YOUR AFFIRMATION.

- <0> =
PRAISESONG FOR BABA SANKOFA

APRIL 28, 1930, CINCINNATIL, OH — AUGUST 13, 2026, ROCHESTER, NY
T3
OH, I KNOW I’VE BEEN CHANGED
OH, | KNOW I’VE BEEN CHANGED
OH, | KNOW I’VE BEEN CHANGED
BLACK STORYTELLERS DONE CALLED MY NAME
OH YES, NABS HAS BEEN CHANGED.
OH YES, NABS HAS BEEN CHANGED.
OH YES, NABS HAS BEEN CHANGED.
BABA SANKOFA DONE BROUGHT US A NAME. ,
) /BABA SANKOFA DONE BROUGHT US A NAME: (%,
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WE REMEMBER! WE RECLAIM!
WE RECALL OUR ANCESTOR’S NAME.

BLACK, ANCESTOR, WARRIOR, KING,

BABA DR. DAVID SANKOFA ANDERSON!
ASE! ASE!
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()

FAVORITE SON, HUSBAND, FATHER, GRANDFATHER,
HISTORIAN, SCHOLAR, PROFESSOR, MENTOR,
TEACHER, EDUCATOR, ORATOR, WRITER, AUTHOR,
TRUSTED FRIEND, GRIOT, JALI, JELI,
ESTEEMED GRANDMASTER STORYTELLER
OF TRADITION AND CULTURE.

ASE! ASE!

e B
OH YES, BABA SANKOFA

DONE BROUGHT US A NAME!
HE GAVE US “SANKOFA” IT’S MEANING
AND ITS PRACTICES. HE WAS THE LIVING

EMBODIMENT OF THE ANCESTORS AND
THE SANKOFA BIRD.

ASE! ASE!
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HE HAD US TO TURN OUR HEADS BACKWARD
WHILE OUR FEET FACED FORWARD.
HE TAUGHT US HOW TO PICK UP THE EGG
OF OUR ANCESTORS’ WISDOM
AND BRING IT TO THE PRESENT
SO OUR PEOPLE COULD LEARN THEIR HERITAGE
AND TAKE THE EGG ON INTO THE FUTURE
SO OUR YOUTH WOULD BE EMPOWERED.

"o Sack Ao Ferca rr”

BABA SANKOFA WAS A PILLAR
OF THE ROCHESTER COMMUNITY.
HE WAS A FOUNDATIONAL STONE
FOR THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BLACKSTORYTELLERS. (NABS)

ASE! ASE!
. oo
BABA SANKOFA WAS A GIANT,
A FATHERLY FIGURE AMONG STORYTELLERS.
HE WAS A GENTLEMEN OF REFINEMENT
WITH IMPECCABLE MANNERS.
HE HAD A LOOK OF KEEN

DETERMINATION IN HIS EYES.




BABA SANKOFA WASN'T AFRAID TO WEEP
IN FRONT OF HIS PEOPLE AT THE NABS FESTIVALS
WHEN HE WOULD DELIVER HIS
POWERFUL PRESENTATION ON THE
BLACK SOLDIER IN THE CIVIL WAR.

HE COULD WEEP BEFORE US BECAUSE

#» HE WEPT FOR US 4

AND WE WEPT WITH HIM.
HE MADE US FEEL
THE SUFFERING OF OUR ANCESTORS.
THEY DID NOT DIE IN VAIN
FOR BABA SANKOFA MADE US REMEMBER
WHO THEY WERE AND REMEMBER WHO WE ARE.

ASE!
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HE BROUGHT THE POWER OF “NOMMO’ TO NABS:
THE POWER OF THE WORD THAT
EMPOWERS THE PEOPLE.

HE GAVE US APPLIED STORYTELLING.
BABA SANKOFA COMBINED BLACK STORYTELLING

INTO ONE WORD: “BLACKSTORYTELLING”
HE GAVE US “NIA” PURPOSE.
HE GAVES US THE USAGE OF MYTHS.
STORIES THAT CAN BE USED
IN THE CLASSROOMS OF LIFE.
HE TAUGHT US FROM HIS GREAT BOOK,
“THE ORIGIN OF LIFE ON EARTH:
AN AFRICAN CREATION MYTH.”

ASE!
rq/'\
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HE AND HIS BELOVED WIFE, MAMA RUTH,
WERE FOUNDERS OF THE BLACKSTORYTELLING
LEAGUE OF ROCHESTER, A NABS AFFLIATE,
WHICH HOSTED THE ANNUAL 18TH “IN THE
TRADITION...NATIONAL BLACKSTORYTELLING
FESTIVAL AND CONFERENCE IN 2000.
obo
HE SERVED ON THE NABS BOARD.

HE RECEIVED THE
7,0rA NEALE HurstoN AWARD
FROM NABS.

L2
MAMA RUTH, HIS BELOVED WIFE AND HE
WERE INDUCTED INTO THE BROTHER BLUE
AND Mama Ruta Hicr Cirere oF ELpers
WHICH WAS PRESENTED BY NABS.
BABA SANKOFA WAS A FEATURED TELLER
. AND WORKSHOP PRESENTER |

AT MANY NABS FESTIVALS. .

ASE! ASE!
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BABA SANKOFA
RECEIVED MANY AWARDS
AND HONORS FROM THE CITY OF ROCHESTER
WHERE HE LIVED:

——
HE RECEIVED THE LIBERTY MEDAL IN 2022 WHICH IS
THE HIGHEST CIVILIAN HONOR GIVEN IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

I . B3 aovonce s o e
A= L n

]

IN 2024, SCHOOL NO. 16 IN THE 19TH WARD
WAS RENAMED THE DR. DAVID AND RUTH ANDERSON
ACADEMY. HIS BELOVED WIFE, MAMA RUTH,
A LONGTIME ROCHESTER CITY SCHOOL
DISTRICT TEACHER AND HE WERE

» MARRIED OVER 60 YEARS. V/
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AN IMAGE OF

BABA SANKOFA

IS INCLUDED IN THE
FREDERICK DOUGLASS MURAL
- o

IN THE FREDERICK DOUGLASS GREATER
ROCHESTER INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT.
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BABA SANKOFA HELPED PRESERVE THE LEGACY OF
FREDERICK DOUGLASS AND BLACK SOLDIERS
WHO FOUGHT FOR THE UNION BY REACHING
THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN AND ADULTS
WITH HIS STORYTELLING AND RE-ENACTMENTS.
ASE! ASE!
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A TREE GROWS IN ROCHESTER.
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Mama Ruth Anderson tells the story— ol %
that over 50 years ago, i€
BABA SANKOFA took a tiny twig
and planted it in their yard.
That twig grew and grew and became

a big beautiful maple tree.
She recalls how years later
BaBA DYLAN “JoHN HENRY” PRITCHETT,
a Beloved Ancestor and
\ ; another Foundational Stone of NABS,
i & AU A ‘SR would come to see them,
; A ' / and he enjoyed sitting on the ground

VBT

under the maple tree.
Each time he would visit them,
he would go to the maple tree first,
sit on the ground under that tree

as though he were communicating
with the Lord or with the Ancestors,
then he would go inside their home.

L T T T ——

THE MAPLE TREE IS STANDING BESIDE THE HOME
OF ANCESTOR BABA AND MAMA ANDERSON
AN RIGHT THERE ON ROYLESTON ROAD
2l g IN ROCHESTER NEW YORK.
| | | i THE MAPLE TREE STANDS AS A MIGHTY SYMBOL
NCE, STRENGTH, GENEROSITY AND CHANGE. THESE ARE GREAT QUALITIES
THAT BOTH BABA SANKOFA
AND BABA JoHN HENRY DYLAN
POSSESSED.

ASE! ASE!
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ANCESTOR BABA SANKOFA HAS BEEN WELCOMED BY
ANCESTOR BABA “JoHN HENRY” DYLAN AND
ANCESTOR QUEEN MAMA DIANE FERLATTE
AND HER STORYSTICK.

RPR Sy

ANCESTOR QUEEN MOTHER MARY IS WAVING HER
COWTAIL SWITCH SINGING EVERYONE'S PRAISES.
- ”‘ 5
ANCESTOR BABA BROTHER BLUE IS WHIRLING AROUND
AND AROUND NONSTOP LIKE A WHIRLING DERVISH.
- X 22
THE ANCESTRAL DRUMS BEGIN TO PLAY.

A Lo .
THE ANCESTORS OF NABS GATHER ‘ROUND
IN A CIRCLE AND SIT UNDER

A BIG MAPLE TREE OF HEAVENLY LOVE.
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ASANTE SANA, BABA SANKOFA.
WE THANK YOU AND WE LOVE YOU!

DO
T

WE BETTER MIND WHAT WE SAY,
BECAUSE THE ANCESTORS OF NABS ARE LISTENING!

ASE!  ASE!
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THE ANCESTORS ARE ALIVE IN OUR SOULS
AS LONG AS WE REMEMBER THEIR SPIRITS.

ASE! ASE!
:}oe =
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BLACKSTORYTELLERS
EXTENDS OUR HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES, PRAYERS,
AND LOVE TO MAMA RUTH ANDERSON AND
THE FAMILY OF OUR BELOVED
BABA DR. DAVID SANKOFA ANDERSON.

IN THE SERVICE OF LOVE AND STORYTELLING,
MAMA LINDA GOSS, CO-FOUNDER OF NABS

lindamcneargoss1947@gmail.com
§ ¢ ;

AUGUST 17, 2026
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